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Monthly Special 
Education 
Director Call

S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m s

A u g u s t  1 8 ,  2 0 2 0

Welcome 
Back to SY 
2020-2021
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Special 
Education 
Resources

Monthly SPED director 
calls occur the third 
Tuesday of every month 
at 10 am CT

March – no 
webinar: 
SPED 
conference

Monthly SPED 
newsletters sent out the 
second week of each 
month on the Sped 
Listserv

Join listserv: 
http://www.
k12.sd.us/Lis
tserv/DOESp
ecialEd.htm

Department of Education
Special Education Staff

 Linda Turner

 Director

 Legislative Committee Rep.

 Federal IDEA Application

 Extraordinary Cost Fund

 Wendy Trujillo

 Assistant Director

 Dispute Resolution Coordinator

 State Performance Plan

 SD Advisory Panel for Children with Disabilities (SDAPCD)

 Special Education Listserv
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 Lindsey Bomesberger, Secretary

 Angel Corrales, Data Manager

 Data

 Child Count

 Brandi Gerry, Implementation Specialist

 SSIP (State Systemic Improvement Plan – Indicator 17)

 SPDG (State Personnel Development Grant)

 Region 1 Program Representative

 Rebecca Cain, PD & Behavior Specialist

▪ Indicators 2 & 4

▪ MTSS/PBIS

▪ School Climate

▪ Suspension/Expulsion

▪ Dyslexia

▪ ELL

▪ Region 2 (Sioux Falls) Program Representative
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 Beth Schiltz, Accommodation & HS Transition Specialist

 Indicator 1, 13, & 14

 Transition

 Accommodations

 Region 3 Program Representative

 Debra Willert, 619 Coordinator

 Indicator 6, 7, 11, & 12

 Battelle Developmental Inventory II/III

 ECO Listserv

 Region 4 Program Representative

 Jessica Ahlers,  Alternate Assessment

 Indicator 1 & 3

 Alternate Assessment

 1% Waiver

 Region 5 and 6 Program Representative

 Melissa Flor,  Accountability Specialist

▪ Indicator 9 & 10 Disproportionality

▪ Accountability

▪ Results Driven Accountability

▪ Significant Disproportionality

▪ Region 7 Program Representative
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Effective Practices

COVID Resources
 Department has two webpages with information related to COVID and restarting the 

new school year

 https://doe.sd.gov/coronavirus/ - Primarily contains information from the Spring and fiscal 
information related to the CARES ACT and other funds available

 https://doe.sd.gov/coronavirus/startingwell.aspx - Primarily contains information related to 
starting schools this fall

 Starting Well: A Guide for Special Education

 State of SD Resources, including Department of Health

 https://covid.sd.gov/ - General launch site for most resources and support information

 https://doh.sd.gov/news/coronavirus.aspx#SD – DOH site with case updates and prevention 
and self care information. In the future they are working on a site to track school district 
related cases of COVID

 Federal information

 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html - Federal level COVID information

 https://www.ed.gov/coronavirus - Federal Department of Ed information and resources
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Remote Learning vs Homebound vs Homeschool

Acknowledge students have had inconsistent 
expectations for the past several months

Expectations/appropriate behaviors should be 
explicitly and regularly retaught 

Kids look to adults to see how to react to situations

If you expect it, pre-correct it!

Take time to explicitly develop relationships

August Behavior Tip
Here They Come!! 
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IEP Quality Website Tip of the Month

IEP Quality Website Tip of the Month: 

Goals and PLAAFP Checklists

IEP Quality Website Tip of the Month
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IEP Quality Website Tip of the Month

IEP Quality Website Tip of the Month
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IEP Quality Website Tip of the Month

IEPQ INTRODUCTORY TRAINING VIDEO

Information at: https://sd.iepq.org

Email Brandi Gerry 
brandi.gerry@state.sd.us

for access to IEPQ.

IEP Quality Website Tip of the Month
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Accountability

• Format

§ Section Header

§ Snapshot of the 
referenced page

§ Overview of the section

§ How to complete this 
page

§ Additional Information

§ ARSD link

§ Resources for the Section

IEP TA GUIDE
(UPDATE August 13, 

2020)
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IEP TA GUIDE
(UPDATE 
August 13, 
2020)

Small wording changes and

clarifications throughout the 
document

Major Section Updates

Additional PPWN references

Annual review and begin 
services example chart

Accommodation, 
Modification, and/or 
Supports

LRE new age 5 definitions

3-5 LRE Flow Chart in 
Appendix

Parental Prior Written 
Notice (PPWN) and 
PPWN Consent

Must be individualized to the student.

Documentation must include decisions 
the team made based on review and 
discussion of the individual student’s 
data, strengths, needs, other 
information and personal knowledge.
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Change in identification

Change in placement

Refusal to evaluate

Major change in services

Parent Revocation of Consent

Change in services or 
accommodations/modifications

Ineligibility determinations for services

Disciplinary actions altering placement

Due Process Compliant

Change in transportation arrangements 
required by FAPE

Refusal to convene IEP meeting after 
parental request.

After IEP proposals or amendments

Graduation

WHEN MUST A PRIOR WRITTEN NOTICE BE GIVEN?

Warning…
It does not reflect IEP team decisions 

and discussions,

It is not student focused or individualized 
to the student,

Sections only have one generic 
statement,

If it contains acronyms and educational 
jargon that is not understandable to parents.

Quotes from laws or regulations

Examples

The state completed an accountability 
review and informed us we had to…

According to state regulations, we are 
required to ….

The IEP team did not have anything to 
reject at this time.

Annual IEP was discussed and all approved.

It is time for a 3-year evaluation and 
will begin testing with your consent.

WHEN PRIOR WRITTEN NOTICES ARE NOT 
ACCEPTABLE:
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Results Driven Accountability (RDA)

Component of Accountability Process
◦ Compliance Review 

◦ 5-year cycle

◦ RDA
◦ Provides supports to districts that need assistance in 

improving performance indicators.

◦ 3 Levels (1, 2, 3)

◦ Risk Rubric Analysis

◦ Resources:
◦ https://doe.sd.gov/sped/accountability.aspx

RDA: What is 
required for all 

districts?

All Districts – Internal Review
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INTERNAL REVIEW DOCUMENT 

https://doe.sd.gov/sped/accountability.aspx
◦ Help ensure completed all steps in process.

◦ All special education staff will have to conduct one self-review of an IEP.

◦ Check with district regarding process.

Initial Pilot Districts -
Completed

Current Pilot Districts

• Harrisburg

• Lead-Deadwood

• Douglas

• Edgemont

• Year 3:

• Oglala Lakota County

• Bennett County

• Iroquois

• Eagle Butte

• Edmunds Central

• Year 2:

• Custer

• Sioux Valley

• Todd County

• Lemmon

• McLaughlin

Pilot RDA Districts

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Level 2 Pilots: 
• Aberdeen
• Spearfish
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Special Education 
Data

5-year-olds in JK or K 
change in LRE code

 Pre-Kindergarten: 300

 If under age 6 and not enrolled in JK or Kindergarten

 JK and Kindergarten: 100

 Age 5 and enrolled in JK or Kindergarten

 Districts should begin making this change on all new IEPs

 Districts should begin amending IEP’s prior to Dec. 1st Child Count 
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Indicator 7 STARS Reports

 18-19 Indicator 7 reports are available in SD STARS

 Analyze your district data over past few years 

 STARS provides data dig reports to assist in your review (see attached)

 What are you seeing? Improvement or Decline in scores?

 What types of programming are students receiving?

 Where is there room for improvement?

 Are there data quality issues?

 SEP will be notifying low performing school districts this fall in order to:

 Identify reasons for decline in outcomes 

 Identify areas of technical assistance needed to improve outcomes

 If you have questions about your Indicator 7 data, please contact 
Debra.Willert@state.sd.us

Miscellaneous
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IEP Workshops
• IEP workshops for Basic, Early 

Childhood and Transition still have 
availability. 

• Virtual

• September to October

• Register at the DOE Events page at 
https://southdakota.gosignmeup.co
m/Public/Course/Browse

Northern Plains Law Conference
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Next SPED 
Director’s Live 
Meeting

September 15, 2020

South Dakota’s IDEA Part B 
Determinations
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SOUTH 
DAKOTA’S
DETERMI
NATION

doe.sd.gov

• Based on the APR submitted in February 2020 

• Data set is from FFY18 (18-19 school year) except lag 
indicators which are FFY17 (17-18 school year)

• South Dakota received :

• 19 out of 20 points for Compliance for a score of 95%

• 21 out of 24 points for Results for a score of 87.5%

• The scores are averaged to yield the final percent and 
determination of

• 91.25% - Meets Requirements (Average of at least 
80%)

• (Last year – 89.58% - Meets Requirements)

• South Dakota 

• Is 1 of 22 states that met requirements for Part B only and 
1 of 12 that met requirements for Part B and Part C

• Has met requirements for the last 5 years

COMPLIANCE 
MATRIX

doe.sd.gov
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RESULTS 
MATRIX

doe.sd.gov

 The Results Matrix reflects the following 
data: 
 Percentage of SWD participating in regular 

Statewide assessments at 4th and 8th grade 
calculated separately: 

 NAEP assessment in reading and math at 4th and 
8th grade calculated separately: 

 The percentage of SWD scoring at basic or above on 
the NAEP;

 The percentage of SWD included in NAEP testing (0 or 
1 point);

 The percentage of SWD exiting school by 
graduating with a regular high school diploma.

 The percentage of SWD exiting school by dropping 
out.

RESULTS 
INDICATORS

doe.sd.gov

 Unlike Compliance Indicators, loose connection in 
results determination to Results Indicators:

 Graduation 

 Data is based on Special Ed federal exiting data 
for 16-17.  

 Students exiting  special education age 14-21 that year

 Indicator 1 uses the same calculation as ESEA 
accountability, reflects a four-year cohort

 16-17 is the first year SD started reporting on 
graduation code 03: Graduated with diploma 
modified by IEP team

 Dropout

 Data is based on Special Ed federal exiting data 
for 16-17.  

 All students exiting special education divided by those age 
14-21 that year that dropped out

 Indicator 2 is calculated using the number of 
students age 14-21 with IEPs who dropped out, 
divided by the number of students with 
disabilities on child count age 14-21. 
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RESULTS 
INDICATORS

doe.sd.gov

•Results for 4th and 8th grade participation based on students 
with disabilities participating in the general assessment 
(those on alternate not included)

•Not included: Results for 4th and 8th grade proficiency on 
regular statewide assessment.

Statewide Assessment 

•Results for 4th and 8th grade participation and proficiency 

•Based on NAEP are from 16-17 school year due to NAEP 
being administered every other year, so next years rubric 
will reflect same data 

•NAEP administered every other year, last administration was 
18-19. These results reflect the new data and will carry over 
next year.

NAEP 

Results Matrix:    Scoring

• Scoring based on set 
percent for

• Participate on state 
assessment and 
NAEP

or 

• Rank order against 
other states for:

• NAEP proficiency

• Graduation

• Drop out
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Results Matrix:    Reading

Reading Assessment Elements
2017 

Perform
2017 

Score
2018 

Perform 2018 Score
2019 

Perform 2019 Score
2020 

Perform
2020 

Score

% of 4th Grade Children with Disabilities 
Participating in Regular Statewide Assessments

90.00% 2 92.00% 2 94.00% 2 94.00% 2

% of 8th Grade Children with Disabilities 
Participating in Regular Statewide Assessments

89.00% 1 89.00% 1 89.00% 1 91.00% 2

% of 4th Grade Children with Disabilities Scoring at 
Basic or Above on the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress

29.00% 1 33.00% 2 33.00% 2 35.00% 2

% of 4th Grade Children with Disabilities Included 
in Testing on the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (0 or 1 if meet target)

86.00% 1 90.00% 1 90.00% 1 92.00% 1

% of 8th Grade Children with Disabilities Scoring at 
Basic or Above on the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress

35.00% 1 36.00% 2 36.00% 2 27.00% 1

% of 8th Grade Children with Disabilities Included 
in Testing on the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (0 or 1 if meet target)

88.00% 1 85.00% 1 85.00% 1 91.00% 1

Results Matrix:   Math

43

44



08/31/2020

23

RESULTS MATRIX

doe.sd.gov

Exiting Data Elements
2017 

Perform
2017 

Score
2018 

Perform
2018 

Score
2019 

Perform
2019 

Score
2020 

Perform
2020 

Score

% of Children with 
Disabilities who 
Dropped Out 23.00% 1 25.00% 0 23.00% 1 21.00% 1

% of Children with 
Disabilities who 
Graduated with a 
Regular High School 
Diploma 73.00% 1 65.00% 1 62.00% 0 70.00% 1

AREAS OF 
IMPROVEMENT

doe.sd.gov

 Compliance determinations continue to maintain 

high standards

 Results determinations continue to show 

improvement, over last 5 years have gone from 

85% to 91.25%

 Dropout rate continues to decrease

 Graduation rate has increased (but has been 

inconsistent)

 8th grade participation on state general 

assessment has increase

 State no longer has to apply for waiver under ESSA 

to test over 1% on alternate

 8th grade math proficiency on NAEP increased
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AREAS TO 
IMPROVE

doe.sd.gov

 SD is ranked in middle third of states for 

graduation and dropout rate so there is room to 

improve

 8th grade reading proficiency on NAEP decreased

 Indicator 12 – students found eligible for Part B 
and have an IEP developed and implemented by 
their third birthday

 Indicator 13 – Secondary transition components in 

IEP

 This is reviewed during on-site reviews. Districts can 

work with their TSLP liaison prior to on-site reviews 

to ensure compliance.

 Review districts on a 5-year cycle so districts need to 

continue to learn and maintain knowledge

DISTRICT DATA REPORTS

doe.sd.gov

District data has been released and 
districts can see how they are 
performing compared to state 

targets.  

http://doe.sd.gov/sped/spp.aspx District determinations have been 
sent to the districts
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